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CYBER ESSENTIALS IS ESSENTIAL FOR SCHOOLS
Cohort company MASS has supported The Leys and St Faith’s schools in becoming some of the first
schools to achieve Cyber Essentials certification.
The Leys, the only co-educational boarding and day school in Cambridge, and St Faith’s, the largest
co-educational prep school in Cambridge, identify data protection as a high priority and pursued the
certification to demonstrate that they take cyber security seriously.
Cyber Essentials certification, which is now a prerequisite in bidding for Government work, is
primarily focussed at business and aims at helping protect organisations from common cyber
security threats, demonstrating their understanding and approach to the issue.
However, the importance of schools protecting their academic and pastoral data is as vital as a
company protecting its commercially sensitive information. The schools’ achievement sets an
example to other educational establishments to consider this safeguard and also highlights the
importance of meeting the Cyber Essentials criteria to companies who have not yet done so
MASS has a long heritage in the provision of secure networks to the education and commercial
markets and specialises in providing guidance and support to IT-reliant organisations, helping them
to achieve Cyber Essentials certification.
Damian Glasfurd-Brown, IT Director at The Leys & St Faith’s Schools Foundation, said: “We have
always prided ourselves on taking network security seriously. Recent developments in Data
Protection legislation have led us to do a major internal review, and we felt it was timely to have a
proper test of our security posture. MASS have provided this service in the form of the Cyber
Essentials Plus assessment, and delivered very useful guidance around industry standards and bestpractice. We are delighted that our systems, networks, and administrative practices are judged
compliant with the demanding Cyber Essentials Plus standard.”
Ashley Lane, Managing Director of MASS, said: “With one in four organisations reporting a cyberbreach or attack in the past 12 months, achieving Cyber Essentials provides evidence that they are
taking Cyber Security seriously. Secure IT systems and processes are fundamental to this, and
adopting Cyber Essentials helps a school to manage its risk and give confidence to parents, staff,
students and governors that information safety is taken seriously.”
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- Ends Notes to Editors:
Cohort plc is an independent technology company and the parent company of four innovative, agile
and responsive businesses, EID, MASS, MCL and SEA, providing a wide range of services and
products for UK, Portugal and international customers in defence, security and related markets.
www.cohortplc.com
MASS, acquired by Cohort plc in 2006, provides Cyber Security and Secure ICT networks, amongst
other services, serving customers primarily in defence, security, education and law enforcement
markets. The solutions provided by MASS are tailored, integrated and critical to the customers’
ability to deliver effective operations. An intrinsic expertise in system engineering and project
management enables MASS to deliver through-life capability in the form of high technology
solutions, training and trusted managed services, underpinned by a contract research and
development capability. MASS also utilises these capabilities to serve the government and business
markets.
Based near St. Neots, Cambridgeshire, with offices and a state-of-the-art training facility in Lincoln,
MASS employs 300 people, including operational and technical experts, academics, engineers and
technical specialists.
www.mass.co.uk
The Leys & St Faith’s Schools Foundation runs two of Cambridge’s most respected independent
schools. The Leys, founded in 1875, is the only co-educational boarding and day school in
Cambridge, with a roll of 560 pupils from age 11 to 18. St Faith’s, founded in 1884, is the largest coeducational prep school in Cambridge, with a roll of 520 pupils aged from 4 to 13. The schools
function autonomously, yet benefit from a close relationship, sharing access to some resources, and
collaborating on shared interests such as Information Technology.
www.theleys.net
www.stfaiths.co.uk
For further information please contact:
Sue Purdin, Business Development Director, MASS
Tel: +44 (0)1480 222600
mlowes@mass.co.uk
Philip Rood, Green Door PR
Tel: +44 (0)7941 164756
philiprood@greendoorpr.com

Page 2 of 2

